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Greetings .' 

Some time has gone by, so I would like to talk to you again. 

We can still do a lot of skiing, although it is already March 17th, 

but the snow Is still above the knees. Various contests are being 

held. I earn a little extra with these contests, the umpires are 

paid either in cash or vlth food coupons. Most of the contests are 

held In Cesls, Slgulda, and Plavinas . There are skiing trains going 

to Araisl and Cesls. There were 300 persons on It. There will be 

another train to Ergli. I have not been there yet myself. I also 

am Interested In other kinds of sport. In the ice skating contest, 
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* Alf ons A was the chief umpire. The old Alberts, his teacher, also took 
part; be Is now rather stiff on his legs, he walks with a cane, but 
Alfons went skating last Sunday, he placed first In the 500 meter 

skating contest, but he lost In the 3000 meter contest. 
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The old B ms agtoe Is 83 years old, and In the contest where 
Alfons A took part the old man was the chief umpire. The best skater 
was Strode. 

Our summers are too short and the swimmers have a hard time, now 
they are building a large swimming pool opposite the army stadium. 

When It is finished, I also plan to have ay children trained there. 

My boy is still too young, but for the girl it is now too late to start. 
She has to study a lot and was ill several times, she had scarlet fever, 
diphtheria, etc. The boy is healthy. He could train In Javelin 
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throwing, the old dtto has been training .Javelin throwers for the last 
two years, he sends greetings to Janka. Otis had a 17 year old 
son, but he was drowned last fall In a swimming pool at night. He still 
has a 22 year old daughter. 

I think the results cue average. Our Lithuanian neighbors have 

made great efforts. Baltuskins yesterday threw a disc 53*82 meters. 

T£)UA/Z£V»»e Cl HD 

Inese is not yet in good form and she was in fourth place with 46. 
Paksite placed first with 49 . 85 . Tou already know about Plpina, 
she has had more choice, she has been to Paris and has not started at 
all here. In the total results the Lithuanians von with a difference 
of 20 points* 

Greetings to all 



Filipine 
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[Newspaper clipping] 
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Petgerls Strode and Alfons Berzins at the St art 

Yesterday two contests took place on the skating rink of the 
Park of Culture and Rest; one was for the prize of the park and the 
other a speed-skating contest for seniors. The contest flag was 
raised hy the Latvian ex-champion Tatyana Drizina, the winner of the 
Republic youth grohp.Lasma Avotina, the European ex-championJ^Alfons $ 

F 

Berzins, and the Republic champion, Pauls ^elsbergs. 

Some of our best speed-skaters did not take part in the contest 
for the prize of the Park of Culture, including A* KLavina, A. Gulite, 

P. , 

S. Leitis, and others. In the womens contest L. Avotina won in both 
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distances, and in the mens contest P. ^elsbergs was the winner. 

The contest for senior skaters began. The women started with 
distances of 500 and 1,000 meters, the men with 500 and 1,500 meters. 
Suddenly there was a change in the program: the senior men had 

expressed the desire to start with a speed-skating contest of 3>000 
meters. The best in the women's group was G. Minina, followed by 

T. Drizina, L. Yitola^ftbaigzne, and E. Jaunzej^e . There were more 
participants in the men's group and we sav some of the former 
international contest participants: A. Berzins, J. Grantins, P. St rods, 
S. Strods, as well as the Latvian champion in bicycling A. Jurjevs, 
and the 65 year old P. Petrovs from Leningrad, and others. The 

500 meter speed- skating was opened by the two oldest contestants. 
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H. Galakrodznieks and P. Petrovs. In the third pair the European 

ex-champion Alfons Berzins, who started together vLth E. Jaunzems, 

a member of the "Spartak" club, showed the best time for senior 

skaters, 51*^ seconds. Feteris Strode followed with only l/io of a 

second. A serious competitor for the two best 

first 

seniors was A. Kovacenko, who was/ in the 3>000 meter distance. P. Strods 
and A. Berzins again started together. They completed the first circles 
shoulder to shoulder, however, Strods had a surer and more regular 
stride. The skating contest was watched with great enthusiasm not 
only by a large audience, but also by the young speed-skaters of 
"Daugava" and "Spartaks." And it was natural for them to be enthusiastic. 
Only recently Alfons Berzins had trained the select team of "Daugava", 
but P. Strods is even now the trainer for the "Spartaks . " In the end, 
however, Strods was ahead of Berzins and finished 6 seconds ahead of 
him. 

In the meantime, the group of Judges, which Included many older 
generation sportsmen (the chief Judge was the 83 year old J. Drugls, 
the starter was the bicyclist Pllsons, and the time-keeper was the old 
champion for speed-skating Rumba), were computing the results in the 
senior'll contest. That is not an easy matter, so that the Judgment 
would be fair several points have to be added to the contestant * s 
results depending^on their age. In the total results the winner was 
A. Kovacenko, followed by P. Strods and A. Berzins. 
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